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right on crime is a national initiative led by the Texas Public Policy Foundation, one of the nation’s leading 
state-focused conservative think tanks. The initiative aims to raise awareness of the truly conservative position on 
criminal justice policy by demonstrating the growing support for effective criminal justice reforms within the con-
servative movement. Right on Crime shares research and policy ideas, mobilizes conservative leaders, and works to 
raise public awareness. The project is transforming criminal justice in America by championing policy reforms that 
provide better outcomes and save taxpayer money.

Right on Crime couldn’t be timelier. As our nation looks for solutions to limit out-of-control spending and deliver 
better results, Right on Crime provides conservative, principled solutions that are proven to reduce crime, lower 
costs, and restore victims.

“The reforms driven by Right on Crime have been associated with lower crime rates, with lower 
recidivism rates, and with substantial savings on criminal justice expenses.” ~National Review
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Right on Crime is actively leading reform in the following states:

Right on Crime States (in red)



Statement of principles
Applying the following conservative principles to criminal justice policy is vital to achieving a 
cost-effective system that protects citizens, restores victims, and reforms wrongdoers.

1.	 As with any government program, the criminal justice system must be transparent and include 
performance measures that hold it accountable for its results in protecting the public, lowering crime 
rates, reducing re-offending, collecting victim restitution and conserving taxpayers’ money.

2.	 Crime victims, along with the public and taxpayers, are among the key “consumers” of the criminal 
justice system; the victim’s conception of justice, public safety, and the offender’s risk for future criminal 
conduct should be prioritized when determining an appropriate punishment.

3.	 The corrections system should emphasize public safety, personal responsibility, work, restitution, com-
munity service, and treatment—both in probation and parole, which supervise most offenders, and in 
prisons.

Praise for Right on Crime
The Crime Report, a national publication, recognized Right on Crime as 
the single most significant development in criminal justice in 2011.

In September of 2013, Right on Crime was selected as one of six finalists 
for the international Templeton Freedom Award given by the Atlas Eco-
nomic Research Foundation. The Templeton Freedom Award is an emi-
nent recognition for work in the service of freedom that does nothing less 
than change the world. This Foundation, along with groups from India, 
Italy, Mexico, and the United Kingdom, was selected as a finalist from proj-
ects submitted from around the globe.

International Impact
Right on Crime has received inquiries from policymakers and journalists 
in Australia, Austria, Canada, and the United Kingdom.

•	 Right On Crime’s engagement with the U.K. has been particularly extensive, including meetings with think tank fellows, 
journalists from top newspapers, diplomats, and multiple members of Parliament (including Crispin Blunt, the Under-
Secretary of State for Prisons and Youth Justice).

•	 One signatory to the Right On Crime Statement of Principles, Asa Hutchinson (currently a candidate for the governor-
ship of Arkansas) was invited to testify before Canadian Parliament.

Even Washington, D.C. follows the lead of Right on Crime…
In August of 2013, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder declared that federal criminal justice policy needed to em-
brace the principles of efficiency and cost-effectiveness championed by Right on Crime. 

“… ‘Conservatives are known for being tough on crime, but we must also be tough on criminal justice spending,’ say 
the [Right on Crime Statement of Principles], drafted by the Texas Public Policy Foundation. … Holder, in his speech, 
pointed to [Right on Crime] efforts as a model, after each played a role in driving the state prison population across the 
country down by more than 29,000, or 2.1 percent, in 2012 from the year prior.”  -Bloomberg News

Director Marc Levin testifies during a Senate Judiciary 
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. 



This Right on Crime campaign supports constitutionally 
limited government, individual liberty, personal 
responsibility and free enterprise. Conservatives known 
for being tough on crime should now be equally tough on 
failed, too-expensive criminal programs. …”
–Richard Viguerie in The New York Times

[Right on Crime] supports transparent and innovative 
approaches to reforming the system for nonviolent 
offenders while reducing incarceration, promoting 
victim restoration, and reintegrating criminals into their 
communities.”  –The Washington Free Beacon

The possibility of significant legislative changes in 
sentencing and incarceration policies got a boost in 
2010 when a group of prominent conservatives with 
tough-on-crime bona fides signed on to a statement of 
principles supporting such reforms. That document is the 
backbone of the Right on Crime coalition launched that 
year …” – American Bar Association Journal

4.	 An ideal criminal justice system works to reform amenable offenders who will return to society through 
harnessing the power of families, charities, faith-based groups, and communities.

5.	 Because incentives affect human behavior, policies for both offenders and the corrections system must 
align incentives with our goals of public safety, victim restitution and satisfaction, and cost-effectiveness, 
thereby moving from a system that grows when it fails to one that rewards results.

6.	Criminal law should be reserved for conduct that is either blameworthy or threatens public safety, not 
wielded to grow government and undermine economic freedom.

These principles are grounded in time-tested conservative truths—constitutionally limited government, 
transparency, individual liberty, personal responsibility, free enterprise, and the centrality of the family and 
community. All of these are critical to addressing today’s criminal justice challenges. It is time to apply these 
principles to the task of delivering a better return on taxpayers’ investments in public safety. Our security, 
prosperity, and freedom depend on it.

Right on Crime signatories listed on back >>>

Media recognition
Right on Crime has been featured in media outlets in 
every corner of the United States, as well as internationally, 
including Fox News Channel, MSNBC, The Wall Street 
Journal, New York Times, National Review, Newsmax, 
Huffington Post, the Daily Caller, the Weekly Standard, 
Reason Magazine, Washington Times, Washington Post, 
American Conservative, The Guardian, The Telegraph,  
The Economist, and many more. 
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Photos from top: Director Marc Levin speaks with 
former U.S. Speaker of the House and ROC signatory 
The Honorable Newt Gingrich. 

Right on Crime’s Vikrant Reddy discusses the program’s 
successes with ROC signatory and former Secretary of 
Education Dr. Bill Bennett.
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Jeb Bush
Former Governor of Florida

Newt Gingrich
American Solutions for Winning the Future

Grover Norquist
Americans for Tax Reform

Edwin Meese III
Former U.S. Attorney General

William J. Bennett
Former Secretary of Education and Federal “Drug Czar”

Asa Hutchinson
Former U.S. Attorney and Administrator of the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration

J.C. Watts
Former Member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
Oklahoma’s 4th Congressional District

Pat Nolan
Prison Fellowship Ministries

David Keene
Former Chairman of the American Conservative Union

Richard Viguerie
ConservativeHQ.com

Chuck Colson (1931-2012)
Prison Fellowship Ministries

Erick Erickson 
Founder of Red State 

Ken Blackwell
Former Ohio Secretary of State 

Brooke Rollins
Texas Public Policy Foundation

Ralph Reed
Founder of the Faith and Freedom Coalition

Eli Lehrer
R Street Institute (Washington, D.C.)

Larry Thompson
Former U.S. Deputy Attorney General

Tony Perkins
Family Research Council

Penny Nance
Concerned Women for America

John J. DiIulio, Jr.
University of Pennsylvania

Ward Connerly
American Civil Rights Institute and former Regent of 
University of California

George Kelling
Manhattan Institute (NY)

Gary Bauer
American Values 

Michael Reagan
The Reagan Legacy Foundation

Monica Crowley, Ph.D.
Fox News political analyst

Viet Dinh
Georgetown University Law Center and former U.S. 
Assistant Attorney General

Rebecca Hagelin 
Executive Committee of the Council for National Policy

Rabbi Daniel Lapin
American Alliance of Jews and Christians 

John McCollister
Platte Institute (NE)

Michael Carnuccio
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs

Jerry Madden
Former Texas House Corrections Chairman

Ronald F. Scheberle
American Legislative Exchange Council

David Barton
WallBuilders

Matthew J. Brouillette
Commonwealth Foundation (PA)

Forest Thigpen
Mississippi Center for Public Policy

George Liebmann
Calvert Institute for Policy Research, Inc. (MD)

John Hood
John Locke Foundation (NC)

Craig Ladwig
Indiana Policy Review Foundation

Deborah Daniels
Former U.S. Attorney and Assistant U.S. Attorney 
General

Dominic M. Calabro
Florida TaxWatch

Richard Doran
Former Florida Attorney General

BJ Nikkel
Former Republican House Majority Whip, Colorado 
House of Representatives 

Kris Steele
Former Speaker of the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives 

Allan Bense
Former Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives

Kelly McCutchen
Georgia Public Policy Foundation

Donna Arduin
Arduin, Laffer & Moore

Henry Juszkiewicz
CEO of Gibson Guitar

Kevin Kane
Pelican Institute for Public Policy (LA) 

Bob Williams
State Budget Solutions 

J. Robert McClure III
James Madison Institute (FL)

Paul Gessing
Rio Grande Foundation (NM)

Kevin Holtsberry
Buckeye Institute for Public Policy Solutions (OH) 

Joe Whitley
Former Acting U.S. Associate Attorney General and U.S. 
Attorney

Jon Caldara
Independence Institute (CO)

Craig DeRoche
Justice Fellowship

B. Wayne Hughes, Jr.
Businessman and Philanthropist

Mike Thompson
Thomas Jefferson Institute for Public Policy (VA)

Brenda Talent
Show-Me Institute (MO)

Donald Devine
Former Director of the Office of Personnel Management

Dan Greenberg
President of Advance Arkansas Institute

Hal Stratton
Former New Mexico Attorney General
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